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NEW WINE COUNCIL FORMS IN OREGON 

(Salem, Oregon) 

The Oregon Wine Council (OWC) has formed with a board of directors and 
members representing the wine industry statewide. Forming from the 
coalition who defended the wine industry from anti-competitive wine 
legislation during the 2019 Oregon Legislature, the OWC represents growers, 
producers and businesses supporting the wine industry and is focused on 
uniting the wine industry and speaking with one voice. 

Co-Chair Elin Miller, Owner of Umpqua Vineyards LLC “We are really pleased 
with the support and how much of the wine industry in Oregon has already 
joined us.  Most of the large producers have joined as well as smaller growers 
statewide.  We’ve met with the Governor, the head of the OLCC, key policy 
leaders and are in fact uniting the industry.” 

The OWC is calling for no-new wine specific legislation in the 2020 Legislative 
short session.  The Council has been actively reaching out to leaders of 
regional wine associations with this demand.   

“We just don’t think the time is right,” Co-Chair Ken Johnston, COO 
Winemakers LLC, “Harvest this year has been tough statewide and made 
our point as to why we opposed SB111.  When harvest is low in the 
Willamette Valley, those growers need the Umpqua and the Rogue Valley’s 
grapes and vice versa.  We have to find policy solutions that are good for 
everyone, not just one region.  We’re all in this together.” 

OWC Board Member, Sam Tannahill, Founder of A to Z Wineworks “The fact 
is the Oregon wine industry is a big economic driver for Oregon, we have 
dozens of large sophisticated agri-businesses, and we employ thousands of 
people.  We formed the OWC because a majority of large tax paying wine 
growers as well as many of small producers around the state don’t have a 
say in how their tax money is spent. We haven’t been represented.  Our goal 
with the OWC is to change that.” 

Background:  During the 2019 Oregon Legislative session bills were 
introduced about wine labeling, fruit sales outside Oregon, purity standards 
and creating new licensure laws.  SB111, sponsored by the Oregon 
Winegrowers Association was the catalysis for opposition.  The coalition that 
defeated SB111 is now the OWC.  OWC’s membership believes the OWA has 
not represented our best interests, nor the interests of the statewide wine 
industry.  OWC’s founding members represent a majority of large tax paying 
growers and many smaller producers outside and inside the Willamette 
Valley who believe they are not represented in policy, taxation, nor 
marketing policy of the OWA.  The formation of OWC is to unite the industry 
statewide, speak with one voice before policy makers, grow the reputation 
of Oregon wines and increase the size of the industry. 

The OWC’s mission is to protect, strengthen, unify and 
represent the entire Oregon wine and grape industry through 
strong leadership for the benefit of current and future Oregon 

winegrowers. 
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